
Open data / data transparency 
and development 

The case of illicit financial flows and the 
commodity sector

Fritz Brugger, PhD, ETH-NADEL
fritz.brugger@nadel.ethz.ch



1. Die Herausfordrung: nachhaltige Entwicklung
2. Die developed country Ebene: 
• Politikkohärenz

3. Die developing country Ebene: 
• Einkommenstransparenz
• Ausgabentransparenz
• Lokale Effekte
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High Level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows from Africa



The view from within Switzerland: 
Open data to promote policy coherence for development (PCD)

Aid Policies

Domestic resource mobilization
Social development

Economic development
Poverty alleviation

Peace building
Good governance

…

Non-aid Policies

Trade
Finance
Security

Technology
…

Synergy

Conflict
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PCD efforts in the 26 OECD member countries as of 2016

Political commitment: 20 members

Co-ordination 22 members 

Monitoring, analysis in place: 5 members 
(Denmark, EU, Finland, Germany and Sweden)

Monitoring, analysis under way: 8 members 
(Australia, Ireland, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Spain, Switzerland, UK) 
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The view from developing countries: 
Use open data to promote accountability

• (tax) agreements with investors
• Public revenues from foreign direct investment (FDI)
• Government expenditures / reinvestment
• Local impacts from FDI



High Level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows from Africa
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